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there was considerable opposition to the new school not only from the priests of the old native religion but from Chinese Buddhists1.
Numerous Tibetan documents discovered in the Tarim basin2 date from this period. The absence in them of Buddhist personal names and the rarity of direct references to Buddhism indicate that though known in Tibet it was not yet predominant. Buddhist priests (ban-de) are occasionally mentioned but the title Lama has not been found. The usages of the Bonpo religion seem familiar to the writers and there are allusions to religious struggles.
When Padma-Sambhava vanished from Tibet, the legend says that he left behind him twenty-five disciples, all of them magicians, who propagated his teaching. At any rate it flourished in the reign of Ralpachan (the grandson of Khri-sron-lde-btsan). Monasteries multiplied and received land and the right to collect tithes. To each monk was assigned a small revenue derived from five tenants and the hierarchy was reorganized3. Many translators were at work in this period and a considerable part of the present canon was then rendered into Tibetan. The king's devotion to Buddhism was however unpopular and he was murdered4 apparently at the instigation of his brother and successor Lang-dar-ma5, who endeavoured to extirpate Lama-ism. Monasteries were destroyed, books burnt, Indian monks were driven out of the country and many Lamas were compelled to become hunters or butchers. But the persecution only lasted three years6, for the wicked king was assassinated by a Lama who has since been canonized by the Church and the incident of his murder or punishment is still acted in the mystery plays performed at Fimia and other monasteries.
After the death of Lang-dar-ma Tibet ceased to exist as a
1 See Journal of Buddhist Text Society, 1893, p. 5. I imagine that by Hoshaag Mahayana the followers of Bodhidhanna are meant. 1 J.R.A.S. 1914, pp. 37-59.
*  See Rookhill, Life of the Buddha, p. 225,
*  Various dates are given for his death, ranging from 838 to 902. See BocJkMll (Life of the Buddha), p. 225, and Bushell in J.R.A.S. 1880, pp: 440 tL  But the treaty of 822 was made in his reign.
*  g Lan-dar-ma.
1 But see for other accounts Roekhill (life of the Buddha), p. 226. According to Csoma de Koros's tables the date of the persecution was 899.